Tanzania Mission Update
- Fr. Mike O’Sullivan
Completion of the Project in Pallotti
My mother made the best soda bread in the village in
County Kerry and people often asked her for the recipe.
She always said “Oh a handful of this and handful of
that, mix with buttermilk
and put it in the oven.” This
is the same answer “a handful of this and a handful of
that” I have when people
ask what it was that caused
such a transformation in
Esso in such a short time.

We also run adult education and a literacy program,
along with on-going tuition courses for primary and secondary school students. We have an active “Living with
HIV/Aids” group. Members
attend various courses, have
weekly meetings to support
one another and run an income generating soap project
by making and selling soap
to households and companies
in Arusha.
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to the various projects. Apart from setting up a new parish, we were determined to have our facilities be a contribution to the wider community.
Phase one was the construction of the sports hall (gym).
Since then it has been put to great use and is very popular. Basketball and netball, volleyball and 7-aside soccer
are played every day and open to everyone. From 3:00pm
daily the place is alive with hundreds of youth coming to
use the facilities. It’s also producing an income from the
hire of the hall for weddings and other celebrations. This
income, now managed by a local committee, is used to
cover wages and on-going maintenance.
The training center, comprising of 8 classrooms, was next
to be built and is currently home for the kindergarten and
primary school. Over 250 children attend the school,
which is managed by the Sisters. The computer program
is going very well and is as popular as ever.
Orla McGrath, an Irish volunteer who set up the school,
is at home in Ireland but it was her good work and commitment over the years that make it sustainable with local
teachers now running the program. She hopes to return in
March of 2015 for three months to lead another computer
teacher training course, this time in a remote village in
northern Tanzania.

Children play outside of the sports hall or gym (on the
left) and the classroom building.

It’s heartening to see Pallotti running by itself and for the
most part people are hungry to get on with their own
lives and make the best of what they have.
So, once again thank you so much for your part in setting
up the project there. This is something we had dared
dream about and wondered if it was even possible. Looking back it is amazing to witness what has taken place
and in such a short time. Thank you for your generosity
which has made it possible.
My only wish is that the people there will see it as their
place, their resource and it be a source of recreation,
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education and inspiration for all the people of Esso. The
new church is almost completed and the people are very
happy to have this place of worship in the heart of their
community. They cherish their faith and are grateful for
the difference this faith has made in their lives.

This poorly maintained water source is inadequate for the
needs of the community. The effects are very much evident throughout the community and especially in the local schools where the students spend at least a few hours
every day carrying water.

Now that this place is up and running and taking on a life
of its own, it was time for me to be move on to greener
and quieter pastures in Malambo.

Troubled Waters in Massailand
Malambo is a typical rural Tanzanian village and has
been home to the Massai for generations. It has a primary
and secondary school and a very poorly equipped medical clinic. It is a remote area, an eight hour drive from
Arusha, mostly on unpaved roads. It is home to the Massai, where they have lived and herded their cattle for generations. The Massai people have followed the rains,
searching for watering holes together with countless
numbers of wildebeest, zebra, gazelle and antelope.

The Massai women use donkeys to transport water.

Statistics obtained from diocesan files indicate that
Malambo has a population of 10,345. In addition to this
there are 34,227 cattle, 36,268 goats, 51,796 sheep and
2,500 donkeys.
The women living in the surrounding areas, some of
them up to 15 miles away, will at least twice a week
make a journey from their home for water. They leave at
3:00am to avoid the heat of the day with up to four or
five donkeys and with any empty vessels they can find.

A shepherd in Malambo.

There is only one, short rainy season from February
through May and because of this sustaining adequate
water is extremely difficult. This insufficient and unreliable source of water forces many to migrate to other areas
looking for pastures and water sources which regularly
results in conflicts with other neighboring tribes. There
are many recorded incidences of death resulting from
these conflicts. This migration has a very negative impact on family life in the village.
Presently the people of Malambo have limited access to
water through the water pipe from a mountain eight
miles away. This old pipe was first laid by the British in
the 1940’s to bring water to the village. It is still in working order, however, it is in need of repair and refurbishment.

I once visited Mtaro, one of the outlying villages at a
watering hole, about 12 kilometers from Malambo. I was
absolutely shocked as it looked like a scene from the
apocalypse. I saw over 200 people and I would say not
less than 1000 head of cattle, sheep and goats lining up
for water. It was 12 noon in the blistering sun when we
reached there and we spoke to one man who had been
there since 6:00am waiting for water for his livestock. I
could not get out of the car as I was completely overwhelmed by the scene - the droves of people and animals
coming in search of water and their patience in the face
of such extreme circumstances.
I am sure there will always be problems with people living in these arid areas. I am drawn to the possibility of
managing and conserving the valuable amount of water
they have. Our proposal is to construct water tanks in the
schools, medical clinic and in other strategic villages in
order that water can be stored at night. This will give
people who live in the remoter regions access to water
for themselves and their livestock.

